In the pride of his heart, the young King felt assured of a triumphant campaign. Had it not begun with a good omen, in the gallant raid which LaPaliese and the Chevalier Bayard had already made upon Prospero Colonna, at Villefranehe?
They had crosned the mountains by the Col de Cabre, where cavalry had never Groaned before, and descended suddenly into the plain of Piedmont, crossed the Po at a ford where they had to swim their horses, and were told at the Cantle of Carmignoks that Colonna and hia company had gone on to dine at the little town of Villefranehe, Bayard and his friends followed in haste and took the whole party by Burprino. The Italian camp contained many valuable horses, Bplen-diil equipments, gold and silver plate, and a large sum of money, HO the spoils of war proved of great value, though, as usual) the chivalrio Bayard refused his share, whioh waa divided amongst liis followers,th Henry VIII and the Venetians, while the young Prince Charles of Austria, who had attained his legal majority, was persuaded by his tutor Guillaume de Croy, Seigneur de Chievres, to make terms with France. Charles agreed to marry Benee of France, and promised not to send help to his grandfather Ferdinand until Navarre was restored to Jean d'Albret. Feeling himself now safe from attack, Fran9ois set forth with a splendid army of 60,000 men across the Col d'Argentiere, thus avoiding the passes guarded by the Swiss. He was full of enthusiasm and eager to win glory on the plains of Italy, where his predecessors had fought with such varied success,
